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Mr. Steven Schipani is a Social Sector Specialist in the Asian Development
Bank's (ADB) Southeast Asia Regional Department. He is principally
responsible for the preparation and administration of subregional tourism
sector projects supported by ADB. Mr. Schipani currently serves as the
Project Officer for the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) Sustainable
Tourism Development Project being implemented in Lao PDR and Viet
Nam, and is also assisting governments in Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia,
Philippines, Malaysia East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) formulate a
subregional tourism strategy.

Mr. Schipani started his career in Southeast Asia as a US Peace Corps
Volunteer in northeast Thailand and went on to work as a sustainable
tourism advisor to several GMS governments and international
organizations. His main areas of expertise are sustainable tourism planning
and evaluation, cultural and natural heritage management, guide training
and ecotourism management in protected areas. He has written widely
about sustainable tourism, poverty reduction and heritage protection in the
GMS.

Mr. Schipani holds a Master of Public Health degree from Emory University
in Atlanta, USA. After working for 10 years in Lao PDR he settled in Luang
Prabang in 20009.



